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2 ' 15 days’ 'clothing. 

3 * 6 days' fjuol. 

• i 

4 ' i*200 tons barbed wire 

5. | 30 days’ jaamun i t ion 

; f J 




good weather French believed 

"f* *° “ e ‘ j»U »ip»ift r.quire- 
■e|>t» »t Die, Bleu Pbu and all » lr _ 
supplied bases In Laos under full 
.!"H conditions for two weeks. 
*Ipr tbit, Capability would decraas 
because of 1^ ck of crews and nal„. 
i,j tejiince personnel. Approaching 
orach In seasqn (fog and drlaale) 
will hanper tjakeoffs Iron Tonkin 

ijbep. but wlljl not affect Dies Bien 
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ll^ h f ° rces Y northern Laos. Pro&aliLe 
objectives wouljd be the royal capital at 
Prabang , the adainistrative T 

if! at Vi ®nti»ue or the important 

j|!t4 f leu « Khouang. 

f| ■i Rr ^ h tf g - * ec * or has 7 infantry 

mmm t ttauoQs ^° taiin « 5,000 t roo PS . 

1 ^ ’ Wu r * 18 a ° artU1 * ry or snored 

1 foreign Legion battalion, 
f ; 41 If 1 Franch ar «y battalion. 

' • 'a f • :! 

is ::i : .|4f j 1 ^ oroc c^a battalion. 

| 4| 4j 4 Laotiap battalions. 

'4 B v ! ti|eng Khouan^ sector has 4 infantry 
battalions totaling 2,500 troops. 
||jjjjip| t l;||°j artA11 * rjr or ar *°r. 

’- ^^■ll!|^ r#iOT Legl ° n battalio *- 1 

^^Hi| ■ pl'ooch jaray battalion. 

* , 3 * 2 Laotian battalions. 

Approved Foil Release 2002/08/12 £CIA-RDP79R00890A000200030028-2 

. :: .-i"' j I '*■ 4-- ; : ' : 


1 IW 4NH 



C. Vientiane-Paksane sector has 5 

infantry battalions totaling 4,000 
troops. No artillery or armored 
units . 

~ 1. 1 Foreign Legion battalion. 

2 . 1 French army battalion. 

3. 3 Laotian battalions. 

Th^ supply situation in northern Laos 
is satisfactory under present conditions. 
Stocks sill last for one sonth without 
additional airlift. Airlift capability 


! rn S -*vH ? 



> strained by late February if 
ISae of oossma lest ions nos cut 
:** Thakhek is not opened, or if Bangkok 
refuses permission to nose supplies 
through northeastern Thailand. 
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VflT. Insignificant number of Viet Minh now 
in northern Laos. Commitment of sub- 
stantial forces from the Dien Bien Phu 
area would require that the French air- 
lift major reinforcements to these posts, 
French ability to transfer sufficient 
troops to meet a threat in Laos would 
depend on the situation in the Tonkin 
delta and elsewhere. 

Situation in central Laos. The Viet 
Minh thrust from northern Annam into 
eemtral Laos which cut Mekong River line 
wk -rcamunicat ions precipitated rein- 
forcement of French garrison there. 

A. French forces at Seno-Savannakhet 
number 20,000 (24 infantry bat- 
talions) . 
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1. 2 Foreign Legion battalions. 

(1 parachute) . 

2. 3 French army battalions (all 
parachute) . 

3.2 Algerian battalions. 

4. 7 Moroccan battalions. 

5. 4 Laotian battalions. 

6. 3 Vietnamese battalions (1 
parachute) . 

£•: 7. 3 Cambodian battalions (under 

* French command) . 

B. Armor and artillery. 

1. 2 French colonial 10 5 -mm 
howitzer artillery battalions. 

2. 12 light ranks. 

C. Supply situation - road to south 

| open. Airlift working satisfac- 

torily. Supplies on hand sufficient 
for 20 days. 
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III, oi French strength 

^ ^ 'if;" . ' T \ ■ i ■ ■ 

- - ewer taint of enemy makes a ser lotus 
attack on Sano-Savancakhe t unlikely. 

The French are no*, in fact, counter- 
attacking. Logistic support is a major 
proble* for the Viet Him* because its 
troops in thd area are so far fro* their 
base at Vinft and depend on coolies for 
transportation. 

•• . • * 

XIII. Situation in southern Laos. * ■ - ■ i 


This region has been quiet 




two Viet Minh regiments have 


% 


moved from southern Annam in the 
direction of Pakse. French forces 
there include two battalions of 
feS La^tian Infantry. But the French are 
capable of quickly reinforcing this 
garrison if sufficient mobile reserves 
are available at the time of an attack. 
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Mobile forces In Tonkin - W bnt- 

*nli«mn; of tb.no, 1* nr. rg,Aj to 


• - J • Vn ,-“ - 

■ 6 Mobile ffroups (3 bettnllone 

?i : ,; 


■*$: S ' 






each) . : ‘ : : 

2 . 1 ^rachute, battalion * tn 

,Mi|. .. ;*: : ! training) . 

g,ilbj>ile forces in Ant*** - 4 mobile 

totaling 11 battalion*. Three 
of these comprising & battalion* are 
ready to move. 
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